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Irene Pentimall and her late husband, Jimmy, first visited Oxford in 1966 on an 
18 foot motor boat. Moored in the old Valliant marina, now Mears Yacht Haven, 
they asked a dock hand to direct them to the “action” in town. He laughed, 
scoffing,“ The only excitement around here is when someone starts his lawn 
mower.” 
Not exactly a chamber of commerce welcome, the Pentimalls merely shrugged 
and looked for someone else to talk to. They saw a guy hauling his fishing gear 
from his car and struck up a conversation with him. One thing led to another.  
The guy was totally amazed that Irene and Jimmy had motored all the way from 
Philadelphia in such a small craft and he made a big to-do about Jimmy’s 
handiwork as evidenced by the galley and bunk area on his boat. Finally the 
stranger gathered his fishing pole and nets and was climbing aboard his own boat 
when he turned back and threw his car keys to Jimmy, yelling “ride around 
Oxford and take a look.”  
Off they went. “Driving the 
streets of Oxford, we 
discovered a little heaven on 
earth,” said Irene. Within a 
year, they were settled into the 
small house by the Maryland 
Natural Resources Lab on S. 
Morris Street that had caught 
their eye that first day.  
Jimmy’s work centered on his 
skills as a machinist and tool 
maker. Irene proudly tells about 
him being an award-winning 
model builder of boats, planes 
and cannons “that could really shoot.” His work was so unique it stumped the 
panelists on the TV show “What’s My Line.” 
Irene busied herself with community activities, including the United Methodist 
Church, the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fire Company and performances in TAP 
productions. Betty Moll and Jane Tucker involved her in the Oxford Museum. 
Being a docent in the early days was hard because the Museum was so much 
bigger then. She enjoyed learning about the collection and enjoyed even more the 
pleasure of meeting Museum visitors.   
She also took over Jane Tucker’s assignment of writing the Oxford news column 
for the then-weekly Star Democrat. She wrote about milestone celebrations, the 
travels of Oxford locals and visitors to Oxford. She said she covered the “hot” 
events of the social season but emphatically denied reporting the “juicy stuff.” 
Now, more than 40 years later and about to be 85 years young, Irene continues to 
be a devoted volunteer for the Fire Department’s Auxiliary, TAP, United 
Methodist and the Museum. Maybe her exercise regime two mornings a week in  
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the church basement gives her the energy, though she’s more apt to attribute 
her stamina to her love of being with people. In her words, “People are much 
more invigorating than house cleaning.”  
Carol Patterson, Docent Coordinator, at the Museum knows if the going gets 
rough, “call Irene.” “She’s always willing to step in and save the moment.” 
With approximately 3500 visitors a year from across the country and other 
places in the world, the docent team is the Museum’s critical front line. In 
and out of the Museum, Irene sets her sights on paying back the Pentimall 
debt of friendship offered by that stranger so long ago, ensuring that the 
friendship quotient in Oxford’s “little heaven on earth” is always high.  
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The Oxford Museum collects, records, interprets and shares materials relating to 
the history of Oxford, Maryland and the surrounding area. Founded in 1964, this 
nonprofit volunteer organization provides resources for historical research and 
sponsors a variety of programs, activities, and exhibits to foster knowledge and 

appreciation of this community’s people and history. 

IN MEMORIAM 
    

RICHARD TOOMBS 
It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the passing  

of our friend and former Board member who served twice  
on the Board, most recently from 2004-2009. Richard devoted 
many hours managing the buildings and grounds and applying 

his carpentry skills in creating display pieces as well as 
numerous other projects. Richard, you will be missed. 

Our most heartfelt condolences to Phyllis Gaiti  
and members of their family. 

Irene Pentimall, Museum “Docent du jour” 
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General Tilghman’s Railroad to Oxford and the  
Oxford Cooperative Lab, 

which is celebrating its 50th year of operation. 
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On your last trip past St. Paul’s 
Church on the corner of Morris and 
South Streets, chances are you didn’t 
notice the change. The front doors. 
They’re different – not the red doors 
we’ve become accustomed to over the 
years, but wooden doors with warm 
natural hues. There’s another change 
too, much more subtle, requiring a bit 
of study to appreciate. 
Like the proverbial cat with multiple 
lives, St. Paul’s has had at least three 
religious lives since it was built in 
1856. Originally it was the Oxford 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Then 
just before the Civil War, the church 
split into two factions over differing 
opinions on the issues of race, slavery, 
and the role of bishops and lay leaders 
and formed the Methodist Episcopal 

and Methodist Protestant. The Methodist Episcopal remained the congregation 
at St. Paul’s. It wasn’t until 1940 that the two factions reunited. By then, the 
much larger congregation, met in another Oxford church, the predecessor to the 
one that we know today as Oxford’s United Methodist Church. For some time, 
St. Paul’s sadly sat empty. 
In 1947 the building was bought by the local Pilgrim Holiness congregation for 
$7,000. The parishioners modified the original stained glass window to reflect 
its new name. Later in 1968, the Pilgrim Holiness and another Methodist sect, 
the Wesleyan Methodist, merged. Once again, the stained window was changed 
to reflect the church’s new name, St. Paul’s Wesleyan. 
Jennifer Stanley, the owner of St. Paul’s, described the recent renovations, “We 
raised the height of the front landing to bring it to the same height as the floor of 
the church in order to better accommodate wheel chairs. But with the landing at 
a new height, we had to raise the entranceway and transom  
window. The original doors were old, not strong, not  
winter proof and the transom window needed repair  
so we decided to make new doors, copying 
exactly the doors we were replacing. We took  
the transom window to the Willet Hauser 
Stained Glass Studio in Philadelphia to be 
made anew. In the process, we decided it 
was a good time to give the church a new 
name, one that would speak for all three 
Methodist congregations and be welcoming to everyone. The resulting new 
window, using all the old glass, is the exact pattern of the original, minus 
‘Wesleyan.’ It simply reads St. Paul’s.” 
St. Paul’s Church will be open to the public on Oxford Day. All are invited to 
stop in and appreciate its beauty and learn more about its architecture and 
history. It will also be one of the featured tour sites on the 73rd Maryland House 
and Garden Pilgrimage scheduled for May 15.  
Thanks to Jennifer and Ted Stanley and to builder Joe Balderson, for gifting the 
community with this loving restoration. 
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Listen carefully and you can still hear the rave reviews for the winter lectures 
buzzing between the budding trees in Oxford. The three speakers, all members 
of the Museum, gave superb presentations. The in-depth knowledge of their 
topics impressed unusually large audiences: Larry Denton on William Henry 
Seward’s role in the Civil War; Bob Shannahan on early mid-shore homes 
dating back to the late 1700s; and Rev. Jay Bunting on Tilghman’s railroad to 
Oxford. 
We are indebted to the speakers for giving of their time and talents, and we are 
thankful to Jan Mroczek for organizing the series, her first – which set a 
splendid precedent. For the Denton lecture, we are grateful for collaborative 
support from the Historical Society of Talbot County and Oxford’s Latitude 38º 
restaurant, which donated a portion of the dinner tabs of those attending the 
lecture.  
Rumor has it that pressure is mounting to bring back Bob Shannahan for a full 
disclosure of the ghostly apparitions in those late 1700-early 1800 houses. Who 
knows? Maybe they weren’t apparitions.   
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The Museum’s garden garnered the Oxford Garden Club an award from District 
One of the Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland. Approximately 20 members 

of the Oxford club participated in the 
project which began in 2007. The Club’s 
goal was to create a garden with plant 
material typical of Oxford in the late 1800s. 
This recognition was followed by another 
award recently presented by the Federated 
Garden Clubs of Maryland at their annual 
meeting for the club's work on both the 
museum and library gardens With spring 
finally here, the group has been cleaning up 
winter debris and replacing ravaged plants 
in preparation for our Oxford Day opening. 
The Museum and Library gardens are the 
Club’s major community service projects. 
We are very fortunate to be a recipient of 
their efforts and expertise. Thank you 
Oxford Garden Club members!���
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The deluge from Oxford's early spring rains found its way into the Museum’s 
basement. While not unexpected, we didn’t anticipate the amount which 
overwhelmed, and ultimately silenced, the little sump pump that "tried" but 
"couldn't." 
Maintaining vigilant oversight, Gordon Graves, Museum president, assessed the 
situation as needing professional help and turned to the Oxford Fire Company 
once again for assistance. With a lot of help from our friends at OVFD, almost 
two feet of water was pumped from the basement. 
A special thanks to Jon Fox and Karl Kirchhoff for the rescue, and 
congratulations to Karl whose fifteen years of service with the OVFD recently 
earned him Lifetime Member status. “What would we do without youse?” 
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Join us on Oxford Day, April 24, at 1:30 
pm when the town commissioners will 
dedicate the new Civil War Trails marker. 
Located on the Strand by the Ferry Dock, 
the marker recognizes Oxford as a point 
of departure for area African Americans 
who served in the Union army in return 
for their freedom. The marker was made 
possible by a grant from Preservation 
Maryland and Maryland Historic Trust. 
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Our members are a very important part of the Oxford Museum. The 
membership fees received provide a large part of daily expenses for utilities, 
supplies, insurance, and other necessary costs. The 2010 membership drive is 
now underway as current memberships expire April 30. Current members as 
well as the residents in zip code 21654 should have received renewal 
information in the mail. Please consider renewing your membership. It is a vital 
aspect of our community, and cannot exist without your support and 
commitment. 
Memberships begin at $25 for individuals and $40 for families. If you need 
another form, please call the Museum office at 410-226-0191. If you would like 
to volunteer, let us know. 
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The Annual Meeting of the Oxford Museum membership will be held on 
Thursday, May 20 at 5:30 pm in the Parish House at Holy Trinity beginning 
with delicious appetizers and libations. There will be brief announcements 
followed by the election of officers and directors and a vote for change in the 
Museum's by-laws (look for these shortly in the mail). The Bylaws revisions 
were approved by the Museum Board of Directors and are available in the 
Museum for anyone who would like to review them. Copies will also be 
available at the annual meeting. 
The climax of the evening will be the announcement of the winner of the 
Douglas Hanks Jr. Oxford Preservation Award. Now in its fifth year, this 
coveted award recognizes significant efforts in Oxford and the surrounding 
area. This year the Hanks Award Committee, chaired by Jeanne Foster, received 
six outstanding nominations. Be sure to attend and enjoy this exciting evening. 
Call 410-226-0191 if you plan to attend. 

Civil War Trails Marker 

Garden Club members at work  

 

 

 

Museum garden in its early 
stages awaiting plant material 

 

St. Paul’s Church 


