YR $

Many thanks to Don and Bernice Duvall and Gordon Graves who organized the
holiday train display and to Mary Clubb, Cindy Reed and Nancy Stafford who
loaned unique items from their Santa Claus collections. We also thank Bob
Treat, who annually decorates the front of the building and Seth Jewell who
makes oyster shell Santa Clause ornaments for us to sell.

Our museum decorators for the holidays included Arlene Bickel, Joanne
Boughner, Phyllis Gaiti, and Mignonne LaChapelle, and were assisted by Pat
and Lawrie Jessup and Ellen Anderson.

We are also grateful to our own Santa Clauses (and board memberstfiRicha
Toombs and Larry Myers for donating vacuum cleaners for the Museum.
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Appreciation is expressed to each of you who donated to this year’s Annual
Giving Campaign. The funds raised, along with membership dues payable in
April, enable the museum to serve as a center of information and education and
to preserve the unique heritage of this small historic village. Yawerges

support pays our daily expenses and allows us to preserve over 2,000 artifacts
and literally thousands of photographs and paper ephemera. Thank you for your
generosity and helping us meet our budget.

This photo is labeled
"Oddfellows Hall,"
but architecturally

looks like what was
called "Redmans
Hall" in Dickson
Preston's history

of Oxford.

Can anyone clarify?

The Oxford Museum
100 S. Morris Street, PO Box 131, Oxford, MD 21654
410-226-0191
www.oxfordmuseum.org, oxford_museum@verizon.net

In his history bookOxford, the First Three CenturiesDickson J. Preston asserts
that the town of Oxford existed long before it was declared a Port of iintry
1683, the date often used to also mark the founding of Oxford. As evidence,
Preston provides the enlarged section of a map, completed by Augustine

Hermann in 1670,
which clearly marks
the existence of a
place called Oxford.

We're thrilled to
announce that the
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Museum has
acquired a framed
— copy of the
R i A Maryland portion
S| V IRE‘[NL“\ of Hermann’s map. David Webster tracked down
ND

and obtained a copy from the archives at Brown
University which will be on display when the
Museum opens this spring. An electronic copy of
the entire map is in the Museum'’s archives, thanks
to research at the Library of Congress by former
Board member Bob Hopler.
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. document, although disconcerting because its
Map detalil orientation positions “North” on the right!

Once you have your bearings, you'll find many familiar names: “Tukkoho,”
Choptanck,” “Treavon C,” (Tred Avon Creek) to list a few. According t&sfm,
Augustine Hermann started the map in 1661 and completed it in 1670, with a
London printing date of 1673. Examining that period more closely, Preston
found official records of April 20, 1669 that attest to Oxford’s existenagH-
before Oxford became an “official” port in 1683! Stop to see this wonderful
acquisition when the Museum reopens this spring and with the help of a
magnifying class, provided next to the map, see for yourself that Oxfoider

than is usually thought. g

Note: Augustine Hermann was from Bohemia, today part of the Czech
Republic. The Bohemia River in Cecil County bears his hame, as does his
estate “Bohemia Manor,” although the original manor house no longer remains.
Hermann became a naturalized citizen of Maryland in 1666 and received
additional land grants after completing his Maryland and Virginia map in

1670. These grants became known as “Little Bohemia,” south of the Bohemia
River and “St. Augustine Manor,” stretching to the Delaware River between St.
George's Creek and Appoquinimink River. His holdings included nearly 30,000
acres, making him one of the largest landowners in North America at that time.
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The Eastern Shore Heritage Association, Inc., “Stories of the Chesapeake,”
awarded the Museum a $1,000 grant for our oral history project, “The Way We
Were.” This funding will allow completion of the project begun last year,
videotaping interviews of Oxfordians sharing their remembrances e$ firast.

This year our goal is to complete the interviews and begin tranmsgaipid

editing. Our dream is to eventually have a dedicated PC in the Museum,
allowing members, visitors, and researchers to view the interviedveeaearch
other facets of Oxford history including family genealogy. We are honored by
this recognition and support from the Board of the Eastern Shore Heritage, Inc.
which helps us move closer to our dream.
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Join with the Museum as it celebrates the fourth year of the Dougtds Ha
Oxford Preservation Award. Launched in 2006, the award recognizes
extraordinary efforts of individuals and groups in preserving the unique history
and heritage of Oxford and the surrounding area. Doug Hanks’ embrace of
balancing Oxford’s history with its future inspired this award. @yiad
activities include, but are not limited to:

Restoration and Renovation Projects

Outstanding Service in Preservation

Stewardship

Lifetime
Nominees may be an individual, group, organization, business or civic
institution. They need not be residents of Oxford as long as the activity
specifically relates to Oxford and the surrounding area. The nomination form is
available on the website (www.oxfordmuseum.org) or by calling (410) 226-
0191 and leaving a message. The deadline to return forms is March 31, and the
award will be made at the Museum Annual Meeting in May. Take a few
minutes to think about someone you might nominate for this prestigious honor!
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Museum Curator Leo Nollmeyer and Director Ellen Anderson were invited
speakers at the monthly staff meeting of the Oxford Cooperative Lab on
January 8. Addressing the group of about 25, Ellen and Leo described their
experiences as Eastern Shore natives, growing up on the shore, pursuirsgy career
elsewhere and then returning to the area. Ellen talked about the Museum, i
role in the community and its collection, its breadth of visitors and the
tremendous effort extended by the board and volunteers to keep the Museum
open. Leo charmed the group with his history of the town from the mid 1600s
to the present day. His fascinating stories focused on colorful chareictees

past, area churches, and the many periods of Oxford history and how the town
continues to re-invent itself to meet the lifestyle of its residents.
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On Sunday, January 18, the Waters United Methodist Church dedicated its
service to the inauguration of the nation’s 44th President, Barrack Obama.
With financial support from Museum friends, the service was videdtape
record local history and participate in the Library of Congress’ cabie of
sermons and services commemorating that event. Anyone wishing to view this
historic video should contact Waters Church (Rev. Alma Bouldin or Doreatha
Rasin) or the Oxford Museum (410) 226-0191. If you would like to purchase a
DVD, please leave a message on the Museum’s phone (410) 226-5191. The
cost is $15.90 payable to In Focus Video Productions.
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Beginning late February, the Museum kicks off its Spring Lecture Series,
focusing on pre-colonial and colonial life on the Eastern Shore in celebration of
Oxford’'s 340th.
On Friday, February 21, the Museum presents a lecturdeo Death in
17" Century Maryland, at 7:00 p.m. in the newly restored St. Paul's
Wesleyan Church, 225 S. Morris St. (bad weather date is March 6). This
talk is sponsored by Maryland Humanities Council. Sign language
interpretation is available upon advance (two-week) notice. Thakape
Dr. James Gibb, offers a glimpse of what life and death were like in
Maryland during its founding years.

James G. Gibb is a historical
archaeologist with over thirty years
of experience, specializing in the
archaeological and historical study
and interpretation of seventeenth,
eighteenth, and nineteenth century
communities. Currently he is adjunct
professor in the History Department
of Villa Julie College, now
Stevenson University. He holds a
Ph.D. and M.A. in anthropology
from Binghamton University.

On Saturday, April 4 at 3 p.m., also at St. Paul's Wesleyan Church, the
Museum plans a lecture about the area’s Native People by Odette Wright,
whose tribal name is "She Who Knows." Ms. Wright is a well-respected
leader and teacher of the Nanticoke
Indian Tribe and the Curator of the
Nanticoke Museum in Millsboro,
Delaware. She will share the history
of her tribe and its culture, including
music through song and dance, and
will also bring artifacts to share with
the audience.

A car caravan trip to visit the
Nanticoke Museum in Millsboro will
be scheduled at a later date. Watch
for complete details on our website,
www.oxfordmuseum.org.
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Betty was a dedicated Museum volunteer,
and she will be missed.
Her husband, Charles, was a
Past President of the Museum Baard
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Sometimes history unravels like a child’s puzzle of dots that need to be
connected to see the whole picture. In our last issue, we presented twb dots
Anderton’s history — one, for its first owner, John Anderton, in 1660 and a
second, for Kenny Anderson and his family, who have owned Anderton since

the 1940s. That left a gap
of 280 years which piqued
the curiosity of local
history buffs and
memoirists. Thanks to their
sleuthing, we have more
Anderton information for
you.

Drawing on her family
records, Marguerite
Webster paints a picture of
life at Anderton in the
1800s. Her great- great-

grandparents, Peter and
Anderton, early Oxford tobacco plantation Mary Stevens, lived there
as did their son and his wife, Edward J. Stevens and Margaret Markland, who
resided in a second dwelling on the property. It was there that their daughter
Margaret Stevens (Marguerite’s grandmother) was born in 1861. Magguerit
fondly remembers her grandmother telling stories about her early childhood at
Anderton. One was about Union soldiers. It seems the little girl was staoding
a stairway hugging a favorite doll when suddenly soldiers appearegirat t
door, supposedly investigating a rumor that Confederate soldiers (or possibly
local men on their way to join the southern army) were hiding on the farm. A
commotion ensued, frightening little Margaret.
She fell down the stairs and broke her doll + a
loss that probably forever sealed the soldiets’
visit in her memory. Her father, Edward J.
Stevens, known for being headstrong,
demanded that the soldiers search the property
including every bit of hay in the barn. No
southern sympathizers were found.

Some years later, Marguerite’s grandmother
and great-grandparents moved from Anderton
to Evergreen Farm and then to Sharp’s Islapd.
They were renting and farming the island in
1876 when a great storm caused a lot of
erosion. After that, the great-grandmother,
Margaret Markland Stevens, inherited
considerable property in Oxford (including the Margaret Stevens

land where Marguerite and David Webster live today.) She traded some of tha
land for several lots on South Street where she built Maplehurst. Petdiaand
Stevens, the great-great-grandparents, are buried at the Oxford emete
According to cemetery records, they were originally buried at Andestoland

that became Wingate Farm, and later moved to the cemetery. So Anderton was
much larger then than it is today.

Browsing through written history we encountered more about Anderton’s
earliest residents, including Colonel Nicholas Lowe, a nephew of Lady
Baltimore, who lived there in the 1680s.Our story about the notable Lowe
family will continue in a future issue. Connecting the dots of Oxford’sipas
fun -- we welcome more of you to join our adventures of discovery.




