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The Museum’s Annual Giving Campaign will begin in early Nober. Our
museum owes its existence solely to the support of maayesglents who
believe that preserving the history of our unique villagesivadling its story is a
valuable legacy. No county, state or federal funds sujgpoeteived.
Membership renewals in the spring and the Annual Campaitye ifall are

both needed to enable us to keep our legacy alive. As weail from home
maintenance, bills for insurance, utilities and repeargtinue to increase. Our
Board of Directors does everything it can to keep our @stsminimum.

Watch for your letter in early November. We ask that lge as generous as
possible. All contributions are tax deductible.
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Beginning October 1, the Museum will be open Mondays, ¥sidad
Saturdays from 10-4 and Sundays from 1-4. We will closéh®winter, on
Monday, November 15, following Waterfowl Weekend, except fiewadates
in December. On Saturday, December 4, the Museunb&iipen for the
“Christmas on the Creek” weekend. On December 18, followangling in
Town Park, the museum will be open to serve cider andexokll are
welcome to toast holidays past and present.

As you begin your holiday shopping, don’t forget the museum’sgrfter.
John Moll note cards and embroidered tea towels are jigst of the items that
make great hostess gifts.

+ . -% . /0

The Museum is seeking the donation of a storage unit or stheces of dry
storage space. Please call 410-226-0191 to discuss.

/
; # for members and guests will be at 5:30 p.m. on Thurddlegember
0.* 16. Details will follow with invitation.
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The Oxford Museum collects, records, interprets and
shares materials relating to the history of Oxford,
Maryland and the surrounding area. Founded in 1964, this
nonprofit volunteer organization provides resources for
historical research and sponsors a variety of programs,
activities, and exhibits to foster knowledge and
appreciation of this community’s people and history.
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Gordon Graves, President Pat Jessup, Secretary
Jan Mroczek, Vice President Bob Valliant, Treasurer
Ned Crabb Henry Hale Dorette Murray Doreatha Rasin
Jeanne Foster Susie Hopkins Larry Myers Beth Schucker
Sally Fronk Kathleen Kurtz Tot O'Mara Nancy Wilson

Rebecca Gaffney  Bill MacFarland Carol Patterson

Ellen Anderson, Executive Director
Leo Nollmeyer, Curator, Board Emeritus

Editors: Beth Schucker, Rebecca Gaffney
Contributors: Ellen Anderson, Pat Jessup, Nick Nazare, Larry Myers
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100 S. Morris Street, PO Box 131, Oxford, MD 21654
410-226-0191
www.oxfordmuseum.org, oxford_museum@verizon.net

It was a beautiful summer day when she slipped into thervi@a the first time.
A bi-plane flew overhead unfurling rolls of “toilet paper” cetif. Bagpipers in
full costume serenaded, and the crowd cheered. It wa23ul998. The
Slippery Eela Smith Island
Crab Skiff, was launched at
Bates Marina.

Nancy Colket remembers it
4 well. She and husband, Peter,
joined in the celebration with
almost a hundred other

syndicate who helped raise
funds for her construction.
Asked why they participated,
Peter responded, “It seemed
like a cool small town thing to

received a certificate, a t-shirt,
and the priceless feeling that

of something “small town and
wonderful.”

She might not have been
Oxford bred, but she was pure
Oxford, built by Richard
(Dickie) White, a native Oxford
waterman and master
= = craftsman. The late Doug

Skipper on board! Hanks Jr. told lots of stories
about theEel's challenge race with Crisfield which attempted to keep the
tradition of the Crab Skiff alive. He, Dickie, Todd Pylend Billie Macindoe
were in cahoots, but he always stressed, “It was Dgldea to issue the
challenge; it was Dickie’s idea to build the boatust how th&risfield challenge
came to be was captured Bhesapeake Bay Magazi(i@ecember 2004):

White showed up at the Tawes Museum in Crisfield to
donate a model of a Hooper Island drake-tail he had carved
for his late wife, Kathryn. “He was just a grizzled old
waterman, and he popped in with that model,” then-director
Jack Paul says. “Then he said, ‘| got something better than
that.” He takes this old work glove out of his back pocket and
throws it down on the desk and says, ‘I'm throwing down the
gauntlet.” And that’s when he challenged Crisfield to race
against the Oxford syndicate.”

(con’t on inside left)

supporters and members of the

be part of.” Syndicate members

Peter had that day -- being part
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TheSlippery Eelwas first campaigned (raced) by Billie Macindoe in 1998,

later by Paul Martin and most recently by the late Oxfuiite chief, Jim
Borga. Sadly with the recent passing of Chief BorgaE#i's future is

The Slippery Eel (right) at full throttle;
Fiddler on the Bay (left) with Paul Martin at the helm.

uncertain. For now she is taking a holiday on the westaore. Many in
Oxford might also remember seeing her race during the At@aralboard
Boat Races off the Strand.

The Museum would like to capture the names of those whe paat of the
syndicate. If you know one of her “plank holders,” please let us kiéev.
want to make sure ti8lippery Eedoesn'’t slip into history without being
remembered as the spirit of a small town.

i The Smith Island Crab Skiff originated in Smith Island, Md., in

i the 1920s and 30s as one of the first motorized skiffs to work the
i shallow grass beds for soft-crab harvesting. Long and narrow at
: 18-feet long and 3¥z free wide, they were unique in that they

: were planked on the bottom from bow to stern, rather than side

i to side as with most traditional skiffs.

i These boats were powered with 4—6 horsepower direct drive

i engines that would cause them to jump out of the water like a

: speedboat.

: reprinted with permission of Larry Chownirgputhside Sentlnel

Howard Lapp print of
Dickie White building the Eel
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Model trains belonging to area collectors will D
be displayed over the holidays at the Oxford
Community Center. This year’s “running”
display will showcase a post-WWII Lionel
engine and cars from Marshall Blume’s
collection. Exhibit coordinator, Gordon
Graves, is gathering additional pieces for a stasiplay against a backdrop of
photographs and information on Oxford’'s entry into thegadrera.

If you have a special train you'd like to share, or you'd e to join other
enthusiasts and play with trains, please contact Gortd$h0a226- 5404. All
are welcome!

Dates and Hours: December 4, 5, 11, 18 and 19 from 1- 3 pmeGymber
15, the exhibit will open at 4 pm, one hour prior to the ComtyiCenter’s
annual holiday dinner. So arrive early!
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When | was a youngster, Oxford was quite a differét iown. Fall was
always a special time. In the morning | would ride mytlie to the Oxford
Elementary School. The air was cool and moist. The sshédhves turning
and falling was quite distinct. It was easy to know tteser was changing and
the heat and humldlty of summer were behind us. Peopleouére the early

- = morning sweeping their sidewalks and
raking leaves to the side of the street.
Everyone | saw had a smile on their face,
knowing that the season was changing.

I'd ride home from school for lunch (no

| special notes or permission were needed).
%”| I'd grab my favorite -- peanut butter and
jelly and a glass of milk -- and ride back to
afternoon classes.

By the time school was out in the
afternoon, little leaf fires were burning and
. T people were tending the fires. Smoke hung
Harry Pope holding the popular  10W over the town. That smell is one I'll

Sugar Daddy candy bar. never forget. Being greeted by all the fire

S tenders, | occasionally

stopped long enough to help
with the raking. Making an
extra nickel or quarter didn’t
hurt. Then it was on to home
to do the raking and burning
for Mom (without
compensation)! I'd clean up
for dinner and wait for Dad to
get home from Easton. Life
was simple, uncomplicated
and wonderful. That's the
Oxford I'll always remember.

Harry Pope handing out Halloween candy in
1958 at his store, Pope’s Tavern. Trick or
treaters: Kathy, Nicky and Jon Nazare.

Photos courtesy of Nick Nazare
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Stop by for a bit of nostalgia — see a picture of an ofshéfior see an old

photo of a new friend. Already on display is an exhibituatloe

formative years of the Oxford Community Center, featueady events

and programs and a profile of Henry Powell Hopkins,
A -/n\ the renowned Maryland architect who designed the
- public school building in 1928. The exhibit,

curated by Rev. Jay Bunting, provides an

interesting backdrop to the Center’s current
capital campaign, “Building Community.”

Continuing our retrospective study of the
work of John Moll, the second window will
feature “Holiday Cards by John Moll.” In
addition to his renderings of Oxford homeg
on note cards, Moll created special cards &
the holidays, most featuring homes in
Oxford and the surrounding area.
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Don and Bernice Duvall have been a notable presence in
Oxford for several years, fostering the arts at the Conity
Center and living history through the Oxford Museum. The
stroke of fate that took Don from us in August has cost the
Museum Board one of its most enthusiastic, energetic and
creative members. These qualities were instrumentaaking
projects such as the John Moll exhibit the popular success it
was. Experienced in family genealogy, Don saw Oxford history
as a continuous unfolding of human connections that shape our
lives every day. Don was always available to tell tbeies of
the people of Oxford, and he did it with warmth, humuaa a
grace. He will be missed by all those who had the pleasur
work with him, and by his many friends.
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Welcomed 2,522 visitors
Proudly introduced three new docents:
Mandy Goetz
Nick Nazare
Nina Toups



