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Clearly it’s a map. Yet visitors often walk by. Are they thinking it’s just a dusty 
museum relic because it’s hard to read? If only they knew that the late Talbot 
County historian, Dickson J. Preston, deemed this drawing the Museum’s “most 
precious” document – the 1707 plat map inscribed by William Turbutt. 
The summer of 1707 was a busy time for Oxford. One notable happening was 
surveyor William Turbutt and his men working with chains and stakes, 
measuring the town of Oxford in accordance with the dictates of the General 
Assembly in Annapolis. To correct an earlier survey, the Assembly wanted 
Turbutt to limit Oxford’s holdings to 100 acres. Stare at the map for a moment 
or two and you will see that Turbutt’s layout of 82 deep narrow lots is 
remarkably familiar to the Oxford we know today, with the exception of the two 
blackened areas, representing marsh land, that were later filled in. One, off the 
western end of the Strand (labeled “the Strand” on the plat!), is where the Tred 
Avon Yacht Club stands today; the second is where the boatyards of Cutts and 
Case and Hinckley are today. 
As valuable as the boundary lines are in this 300 year-old map, so too is the 
detailed, true-to-scale rendering of a sloop under sail in the Tred Avon. It is the 
earliest known drawing of a Chesapeake Bay sailing vessel. Do you suppose 
Turbutt sensed that boat-watching would be a favorite Oxford pastime 300 
years hence? That answer will never be known. But aren’t we lucky that 
midway along High Street (now Morris Street), you can see where he reserved 
an area for a market place, a gathering place, today’s Town Park, perfect for 
boat-watching. 
Source: Dickson J. Preston. Oxford: the First Three Centuries. Historical 
Society of Talbot County, 1984. 
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It was Oxford’s gold rush. People stretched in two lines from The Shop across 
from Town Park, down Morris Street and around the causeway. Men, women and 
children, even a couple stray dogs, from all over the Shore waited patiently for 
hours. The rush was for nylon stockings! “Those people were pretty excited. It 
was the most memorable moment of my Dad’s business,” says Paul Martin, Jr., 
an Oxford resident for 70 years. As he recalls, that was the first sale of nylon 
stockings on the Eastern Shore after World War II. 
His story actually begins with a fish tale in 1937 when his grandfather, an avid 
fisherman, vacationed in Cambridge, MD. He fished everyday and everyday 
caught a boat load. Having never experienced such bounty, he quickly dangled a 
lure in front of his son-in-law, Paul Martin, Sr., who had immigrated to the U.S. 
in the early 1900s as a highly regarded hosiery mechanic. Taking the bite, Martin, 
Sr. moved his family to Oxford in 1938 and established Tred Avon Mills in a 
vacant shirt factory on Banks St., where the Oxford Arms apartments are today. 
After finishing school, Martin, Jr. operated machinery in his Dad’s hosiery 
factory which employed about 27 people. Stockings were made in pieces by 
leggers and footers and then combined by loopers. The finishing work was done 
by the seamers. Made of silk, stockings had a coarse 42 gauge, almost like a sock, 
Martin, Jr. explained. The war-time innovation of nylon for parachutes promised 
a stronger and finer 51 gauge for stockings in the future. Martin, Sr. was relieved 
from his war-
time position in 
a Philadelphia 
boatyard two 
months before 
the end of the 
war, time 
enough for him 
to modify his 
machinery to 
accommodate 
the new fiber. 
Martin, Sr. 
busily prepared 
for the first 
nylon stocking sale. His wife, Ann, assisted by Mabel Roach, would sell them in 
her women’s apparel shop, located in what we know today as the vacant Mews 
Building. Martin, Sr. announced at dinner one evening that sales would be limited 
to two pairs per person. The family was shocked. But for Martin, Sr., fair was 
fair. He anticipated a big rush and wanted as many people as possible to be able 
to purchase the new luxury stockings. There was no negotiating. About 5000 
pairs of stockings were sold that first day. 
Asked about his Dad’s fishing, Martin, Jr. said that his Dad worked twelve to 
fourteen hours a day, seven days a week. Tred Avon Mills closed in 1952. 

 

 

The Oxford Museum 
100 S. Morris Street, PO Box 131, Oxford, MD 21654   

410-226-0191 
www.oxfordmuseum.org, oxford_museum@verizon.net  
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Tred Avon Hosiery Factory 
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I would like to become a member of the Oxford Museum. 

Name:____________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:  Preferred_________________Backup_________________ 

Work telephone:____________________________________________ 

E-mail address:_____________________________________________ 
 

Check one (Make checks payable to Oxford Museum) 

Regular Member:  �   Individual $25     �   Family  $40 

Contributing Member:  �   Individual  $50     �   Family  $75 

Sustaining Member:   �   Individual $100     �   Family  $150 
 

Mail to Oxford Museum, PO Box 131, Oxford, Maryland 21654 
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Editors: Beth Schucker, Rebecca Gaffney 
Contributors: Ellen Anderson, Pat Jessup,  

Paul Martin, Jr., McKenny Anderson 
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Where did the summer go? It’s hard to believe the Museum will close for the 
season in just a few weeks. We hope you enjoyed the new “look” of our 
permanent display and the special 
lectures and exhibits in celebration 
of the 325th  anniversary of Oxford’s 
becoming an official port-of-entry. 
More people attended these events 
than in the past and more 
participated. We like that kind of 
contagion. 
Next year the celebration will 
continue to honor Oxford’s 340th 
anniversary as an existing town. 
Kicking off the season in April 
2009 will be a retrospective exhibit 
of artist, John Moll (1909-2009) on 
the 100th anniversary of his birth. 
For those new to Oxford, his work 
is so popular, you would think 
having a painting or print of Moll is 
a “requirement” of Oxford 
citizenship. After moving to Oxford 
in 1946, John and his wife, Betty, 
became well known ambassadors of 
Oxford. He, for his prolific body of 
art that captured the beauty and 
essence of the Eastern Shore, and 
she, as the 30-year curator of the Oxford Museum, for nurturing the history of 
this special village we’re privileged to call home. A special fundraising preview 
party is planned. 
Sadly for those of you who are not members of the Museum, this will be your 
last issue of the newsletter. Given the current economy and the cost of printing 
and mailing, we must tighten our belts and curtail expenses. We hope you’ve 
enjoyed reading the Oxford Historian and will want to continue doing so by 
becoming a member. On page 6 you’ll find a membership application form. 
Our website has a new look, thanks to Board member Rebecca Gaffney. If you 
haven’t checked it lately, please do so (www.oxfordmuseum.org). 
Lastly, we are sad to say goodbye to Board member Bob Hopler and his wife, 
Helen, who are moving to Texas to be near family. Both have been tremendous 
supporters of community activities and organizations and we will sorely miss 
them. Thanks, Bob, for the photographs in this issue. 
Pat Jessup 
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As you drive down the Oxford Road, you pass the sign “Anderton 1660,” a 
frequent reminder that Oxford existed before it became a pin point on a map in 
1669 or an official port in 1683. Anderton was one of the Tred Avon plantations 
apportioned by a land grant in 1659. Its owner, John Anderton, built the house 
you see at the end of the tree-lined driveway in 1660. It’s been added to over the 
years, but remarkably the main part of the house with its distinctive roof line 
and dormers are intact. 
That it has survived 348 
years as a frame house 
with random width 
weatherboarding is 
extraordinary. 

By 1670, Anderton’s 
tobacco plantation 
prospered. Since those 
early days, the land has 
been divided at least 
once, but it has always 
been farmed. Little is 
known about Anderton 
residents until the early 
1940s when William 
Anderson of Oxford borrowed money from boat builder, A.B. Harris, and 
bought the farm from James Stuart. Anderson had established himself in Oxford 
in the early 1930s. Through his sister, Grace, married to Raymond Delahay who 
owned Pope’s Tavern, Anderson met his wife, Virginia. Their first son, 
William, Jr., was born while Anderson worked for Delahay at Popes. He later 
built his own store which eventually he sold to the Bringmans, which now 
houses the Oxford Museum.   

Anderson loved farming. He always had from his days growing up on a farm  
in Chestertown. Whenever he wasn’t at his store, he was working the 110 acres 
of corn and soybeans, especially during planting and harvest seasons. Raymond 
Cooper and his wife, Sarah, who was the aunt of Bobby Banks, lived in the 

farm house during those early years; 
he helped work the farm. It wasn’t 
until after a renovation in the 1960s 
that the Andersons took up 
residence at Anderton.   

The second Anderson son, Kenny, 
lives at Anderton today. Since he 
took over the farm after his parents 
died in the early 1990s, he has hired 
it out, still growing corn and 
soybeans. Kenny weaves 
fascinating stories about helping on 
the farm as a kid, giving tender care 
to pigs, chickens and at one time, 15 
head of beef cattle. Little pigs were 
bought, 100 at a time, grown and 

sold at the Wye Mills market. Kenny ran the chicken operation housed on 
Judith’s Garden. He drove the tractor and tilled the fields. Kenny loves animals. 
He used to keep peacocks and guinea fowl. Unfortunately, a few too many 
times, the birds encountered traffic on the Oxford Road. But he still maintains 
the 1660 plantation house. We salute his dedication to preservation.  
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With sincere appreciation to Phyllis Rambo and the members of the Oxford 
Garden Club, residents and visitors are now enjoying the newly planted 
Heritage Garden on the North side of the Museum. Much effort went into the 
project, as well as generous contributions from local residents. 

We also express our thanks to Tony Passarella and Claude Maechling for their 
work on the Oxford fence surrounding the garden and to Joe Sykes and Clint 
Clubb for their help. As always, the Heavy Lifting Award and thanks go to the 
Saturday Morning  Breakfast Group.  
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Thanks to Richard Toombs for answering our Wish List request for a new 
vacuum cleaner and to Ned Crabb for offering to construct needed display cases 
for costumes! 
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Each year an Oxford organization or business coordinates the annual Ice Cream 
Social. This year the Oxford Museum spearheaded the event with the help of 
many community volunteers. The Museum Board expresses appreciation to all 
of you who contributed to this successful event. The happy faces and lip 
smacking of those who enjoyed the delicious cakes and ice cream said it all. 
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Each fall the Museum conducts an Annual Giving Campaign. These funds 
support special programs and exhibits, like those you’ve enjoyed this year. Our 
Spring Membership Drive is distinct from this. Those funds largely cover 
operational costs. With your annual contribution this November, the Museum 
can continue to preserve Oxford’s unique history and be a presence of that past 
for residents and visitors. Please give generously when you receive our request 
along with this year’s Annual Report.�
�
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Bring friends and family to our special exhibit of trains and holiday Santas. The 
Museum Gift Shop is perfect for selecting ornaments, stocking stuffers and 

hostess gifts. Closing November 16, the 
Museum will reopen Saturday, November 
29, for special holiday hours through 
December 21:  Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 pm 
and Sundays 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  

Museum members later in November will 
receive invitations to the annual Holiday 
Party, this year to be held on Thursday 
evening, December 11. 
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There is much to look forward to during Oxford’s fun-filled weekend 
celebration on December 5-7. Town businesses and organizations, including the 
Museum, are busy at work. Watch for details! 

 

 

This Oxford Inn was located (before house 
numbering) on the double lot which is now 
106 and 108 The Strand. The Oxford Inn and 
Williamstat Lodge (its neighbor to the west) 
were two of the several tourist rooming 
houses on The Strand. The Inn was owned 
and operated by the Gibson family until the 
late 1950s; the building was demolished  
about 1978.    
Identified by Johnson Fortenbaugh, Jr. 

Anderton, early Oxford tobacco plantation 

Anderton - another view 

John Moll, Oxford Artist, 1909 – 1991 


